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People’s Livelihood 

Explanatory Notes on Main Statistical Indicators 
 

 
 
Households  refer to persons living and sharing 

economically together in one house. When people don’t share 
living expenses, every single person are deemed to be one 
household. Live-in Nanny and family helpers are deemed to be 
one household. 

Usual Resident Population  refers to persons staying at 
home regularly or for over half of time in survey period and 
students provided by the household. Usual resident population is 
the respondent of household living expenses. 

Disposable Income of Resident refers to the income of 
households for purpose of final expenditure and savings. It 
includes income both in cash and in kind. By sources of income, 
disposable income includes four categories: income from wages 
and salaries, net business income, net income from properties 
and net income from transfer. 

Income from Wages and Salaries  refers to remuneration 
of labour and salaries from all kinds of sources, including those 
employed by other units or individuals, freelance work, 
part-time jobs, and sporadic labour. 

Net Business Income  refers to net income earned by 
households and their members engaged in production and 
business activities. It refers to the net income of operating 
revenue minus operating costs, depreciation of productive fixed 
assets, and production tax. The formula is: 

Net Business Income=Operating Revenue-Operating 
Costs-Depreciation of Productive Fixed Assets-Production Tax 

Net Income from Properties  refers to the net income 
received as returns by households or members of financial 
assets, non-financial assets such as housing, to other institutions, 
households or individuals, and minus relevant costs. Net income 

from properties includes net income of interest, bonus income, 
net income of saving insurance, net income of rents of 
transferring management right of contract land, income of 
renting housing, income of renting other assets, net converted 
rents of self-owned housing. Net income from properties do not 
include premium of transferring ownership of assets. 

Net Income from Transfer  The formula is: 
Net Income from Transfer=Income from Transfers- 

Expenditure from Transfer 
Income from Transfer  refers to the regular transfer from 

country, institutions, social communities to households and 
between households. It includes old-age and retirement pension, 
disaster relief funds, regular donation and compensation, 
applying for medical fees, supporting income between 
households, income from non-usual-residing members of 
households, etc. Income from transfer do not include presents in 
kinds between households. 

Expenditure from Transfer refers to regular or deontic 
transfer from households to country, institutions, households or 
individuals. It includes taxes paid, expenditure of all kinds of 
social security, supporting expenditure, regular donation and 
compensation and other regular transfer expenditure, etc. 

Consumption Expenditure of Residents refers to all 
expenditure of households for living expenditure to satisfy 
family daily living. It includes expenditure in cash and in kind. 
It includes eight categories: food, tobacco and liquor; clothing; 
residence; household facilities, articles and services; transport 
and communications; education, cultural  and recreational 
activities; health care and medical services, and miscellaneous 
goods and services. 
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