( y Divisions of Administrative Areas and Natural Resources

Explanatory Notes on Main Statistical Indicators

Divisions of Administrative Areas refers to the division
of administrative areas by the State. The relative laws stipulate
that 1) the whole country is divided into provinces, autonomous
regions and municipalities directly under the Central
Government; 2) provinces and autonomous regions are further
divided into autonomous prefectures, counties, autonomous
counties and cities; 3) autonomous prefectures are further
divided into counties, autonomous counties and cities; 4)
counties and autonomous counties are further divided into
townships, ethnic townships and towns; 5) municipalities
directly under the Central Government and large cities are
divided into districts and counties, 6) the State shall, when
necessary, establish special administrative regions.

Natural Resources refers to material resources that
could be obtained from the nature by human being and used for
production and living. Natural resources in general can be
classified as renewable resources and non-renewable resources.
Renewable resources refer to resources that could be renewed
and recycled during a relatively short period of time, including
land resource, water resource, climate resource, biology
resource and marine resource. Non-renewable resources include
resources that could not be renewed, such as minerals and
geothermal resource.

Land Resource Land refers to the surface of the earth,
consisting of mainly rocks and its weathering and earth. Land
resource can be classified, by its utilization, as land for
agriculture, land for construction and unused land. Land for
agriculture includes cultivated land, plantation land, forestland,
grassland and waters. Land for construction includes land for
residential purpose, for manufacturing and mining, for
transportation and for water-conservancy projects. Unused land
refers to land other than land for agriculture and construction,
including beaches, deserts, Gobi, glaciers and rock mountains.

Mineral Resources refers to useful minerals, with solid
state, liquid state, gaseity, due to the geological process.
Minerals are important natural resources, and important material
base for social development. At present, there are more than 170
types of minerals discovered in China. They can be categorized
into four groups: energy producing minerals (including coal,
petroleum, natural gas and terrestrial heat), metallic minerals
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(including iron, manganese, copper, lead and bauxite), non
metallic minerals (including diamond, limestone and clay), and
water/gas related minerals (including ground water, mineral
water and carbon dioxide). Metallic minerals can be further
classified as ferrous, non-ferrous, noble metal, rare metal, rare
earth metal and dispersed metals.

Climate refers to the natural environmental status formed
by the long-term exchange of energy and mass between the
earth and the atmosphere, and is the result of interaction of
many factors. Climate is both one of the environment factors
and also the important resources for living and production
activities of the human being. The average values across several
years of meteorological factors such as temperature, rainfall and
humidity are used as important parameters to describe the
climate of a region, while the average values (or total values) of
a given year or month of meteorological factors reflect the key
characteristics of climate for that period of time.

Temperature refers to the air temperature. China uses
centigrade as the unit. The thermometry used for weather
observation is put in a breezy shutter, which is 1.5 meters high
from the ground. Therefore, the commonly used temperature
refers to the temperature in the breezy shutter 1.5 meters away
from the ground. The calculation method is as follows:

Monthly average temperature is the summation of average
daily temperature of one month divided by the actual days of
that particular month.

Annual average temperature is the summation of monthly
average of a year divided by 12 months.

Volume of Precipitation refers to the deepness of liquid
state or solid state (thawed) water falling from the sky to the
ground that has not been evaporated, infiltrated or run off. The
calculation method is as follows:

Monthly precipitation is the summation of daily
precipitation of a month.

Annual precipitation is the summation of 12 months
precipitation of a year.

Sunshine Hours refers to the actual hours of sun
irradiating the earth. The calculation method is the same as that
of the precipitation.
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